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humbly honor, remember, and pay tribute to 
ien who gave their lives so their country can 
a place of freedom and so their fellow man can 
peaceful existence. 

CNTL WAR 
John Crane 

SPANISH AMERICAN WAR 
John Mabry 

WORLD WAR I 
Frank A. Havlik 

Co.M 352 In$. 88th Div. 
December 31. 1894. Gave his life in service to  

ntry in France on Nwember 30,1918. 
William J. Lauck 

420. E 5th I d .  RPL Regt. 

his life for his country in 1861. 

his life for his country in 1898. 

July 20,1894, the son of August and Catherine 
Gave his life in service to his country 

ber 1, 1918, in France. 
John J. Frahm 

Bat. A 58 Field Artillery 
February 17, 1896, the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
; Frahm, gave Ms ljfe in service to his country 
r 5,1918, as a member of the American expedi- 
force in France. 

Zeo V. Doyle 
Private- 

November 1896, the son af Mr. and Mrs. John 
gave his Life in service to his country on August 
8, at Fort Bayard in New Mexico. 

Edward G, Fogarty, Private 
Co. G 132 Reg. U.S. Inf. 

April 19. 1887, the son of Mr. and Mm. John 
y. Gave his life in service to his country on O c b  
1418. as a stretcher bearer in France. 

I 

Elma'a memorial to those who have 
made t h e  supreme saailica fm their 
country mas &ed in 1989. 

Fraak Roethler 
Born March 30,1896, the son of John and Margaret 

Geifer Roethler. Gave his life in service to his country 
in 1918 at  the Argon Forest in France. 

Otto H. Brnmmond, Private 
382 I d .  Re@. 

Born March 2,1894, the son of Albert and Augusta 
Buss Brummond. E w e  his life in service to his country 
October 19, 1918, in France. 

Ralph J. Miller 
Born in 1896, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph J. MiUer, 

gave his life in service t o  his country in 1918. 
Roy C. Power 

Born February 16.1896. Killed in action Sept8mk 
29. 1918. 

John Frahm 

P 
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Ihr 
WORLD WAR I1 
John Duane Hayes 

Aviation Radio Man 3C Navy 
Son of Mr. and Mrs. George Hayes. Gave his life in 

service to his country October 6, 1942, on a bombing 
mission over Guadalcanal. 

John Mark Mulick 
P M 2c 

Son of Mr. and Mrs. John B. Mulick. Gave his life in 
service to his country December 7,1941. at P e d  Har- 
bor. 

Carl John Thiele 
Private 

Born April 3, 1925, son of Mr. and Mrs. Leo Thiele. 
Gave his life in service to his country November 20, 
1944, on the front lines at Forest Wanan, Germany. 

Gerald Thomas Regan 
2nd Lt. U.S. Army, 116 Inf. 29th Div. 

Born April 2, 1920, son of John and Josephine INin 
Regan, husband of Mary Regan, and father of Daniel 
Gerald Regan. Gave hs life in service to his country 
July 19, 1944, on the front lines at St. Lo. France, 
Normandy. 

Lt. RusseIl E. Murphy, A A C 
Son of Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Murphy. Gave his life in 

service to his country March 16, 1944, on a training 
mission at  Moody Field, Georgia. 

Harry F. Pardee 
Lt. A A C 

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Hanr Bardee. Gave his life in 

Jerome Nicholas F1 
Born September 1, 1919, so' 

ward Freidhof, Gave his life in 
December 25, 1944, in action ii 

Raymond R. R 
Radioman 3rd CL 

Patrol bombing sq 
Born January 22, 1926, son 

Reinhart. Gave his life in servic 
9, 1945. Lost at sea on a born' 

Lester f i m c i s  
Son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank 2 

senrice to his country Decem1 
USS West Virginia, Pearl Harl 

Earl George I 
Baker 31 

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Elmer 
service to his country on Decf 
Harbor. 

area. 

AR3C Duane Hayes 

-+,i> . - - 

Fvt. Carl 'Thiele 

i 4  service to his country March 12, 1943, when his plane 
was bombed in Tunisia. 

George A. Sullivan 
Shipfitter 3C Navy 

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Suban.  Gave his life for 
his country November 13, 1942, in action in the 
Solomon Islands. 

John William Hdneman 
AON 2C US. Navy 

Son of Leo and Victoria Heinernan. Gave his life in 
service to hie country May 10, 1946. while OR rnaneu- 
vers at Whiting Field, Milton, Georgia. .-- 

-. H e r k t  Jerome Meirick AAM - 
Son of Helen Meirick. Gave his life in service to his T 

country October 26, 1942. 
Lt. Russell Murphy 
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Shipfitter BC 
GeorKe Swllivan 

ACN 2C John Heineman 

VIETNAM WAR 
George A. Fogarty 

Sgt. 4th Div. 1st. Inf, 
Born April 30, 1946, son of Mr. and Mss. Francis 

Fogarty. Gave his life in service to hi3 country 
November 12, 1966, in combat along the Cambodian 
border. 

Richard Allen Havlik 
Pfc. 327 Inf. 101 ABN Div. 

Born January 19,1949, son of Francis and Gertrude 
Havlik. Gave his life in service t o  his country July 19, 
1969, in Vietnam. 

Dennis Patrick Friedhoff 
Pfc. B Co, 2nd Bn. 16th Inf. let  Div. 

Born March 6, 1948, son of James and Anicetus 
Friedhoff. Gave his life in service to his Country 
August 27, 1968, 011 patrol in Vietnam. 

Radioman 3C 
Ray Reinhart 

I 4 
I 1 

Baker 3C Earl B m b  

-. - I -  / 
I 

d Pfc. Richard Havlik S#. George Fogarty 

Ierome Freidhof Pfc.. 

RON 
LeQn 
Avia 

Born September 26,19 
Murphy. Gave his lifc 
December 17, 1953, at 1 
while on a training miss 

W N  WAR 
F. Murphy 
kiQn Cadet 
(32, son of Mr. and Mrs. James 
? in service to his country 
Brian Air Force Base, Texas, 
ion. 

Pfc. Dennis Friedhoff 
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Prisoner of war 

In August of 1944, Mrs. Mamie Cardner of rural 
E h  was contacted by a ham-radio operator from 
California. He told her that he had heard the name of 
her son, Staff Sergeant John P. Gardner, listed on the 
Armed Forces Radio as missing in action. Several days 
later she received official notification of John’s status 
as a German prisoner of war. 

John P. Gardner had enlisted in the Army on 
February 21, 1942, a t  the age of 25. He was acceped 
by the Aviation Cadet program after basic training. 
He remained with the Army Air Force and graduated 
as a Radio Owrator Mechanic Gunner MOS 757. He 
trained with a ten member bomber crew on a B-24 
Liberator Bomber and was then stationed at Foggia, 
Italy, an American air base. From there the crew flew 
bomber missions over Munich, Germany. While QTI 
their eighteenth mission over Munich, on June 13, 
1944, they were shot down, causing a mid-air collision 
of t h  planes. Of the thirty crew members only three 
were able to paeachute down to ke captured by German 
civilians and become prisoners of war. John was one of 
these. 

John’s fist interrogation was a t  Frankfurt; five 
days of solitary confinement, then exhaustive ques- 
tioning, then on to  Stalag Luft IV. W e  there John 
credits the Red Cross with sustaining them. One ration 
of food had to IE shared by six prisoners. 

On January 31, 1945, a t  2 0 0  a.m., with 
temperatures of 40 degrees below zero, the prhoners 
were orderd to m h  out because the Russians were 
advancing on the laxition. Taken to B depot, they were 

ordered into box cars so crowded that there was stand- 
ing room only. They spent eight days in the box cars, 
moving at night only, without food or water. Many 
didn’t survive. The remainder were taken to Nurem- 
burg, John says they were the sickest bunch of men he 
had ever seen. They were interned at  a camp a half mile 
from Nuremburg, which was being bombed heavily by 
the British. “Conditions there were horrible!” 

It was spring when the prisoners were moved again 
and they were glad to be out in the open air, with little 
harrassment except from the S.S. The march took 
them to Marseburg 7, where there were 70,000 
prisoners held in a camp intended for 5,000. 

On April 29, 1945, a U.S. Army engineering outfit 
moved two tanks into the compound. freeing the 
prisoners. John comments that although he did not 
know it at the time, Vince Freidhof of L o d e s  was on 
one of the tanks. 

After about tea days the men were taken by truck to 
an m e l d  and flown to  Rheims, France. Upon landing, 
John was imed iak ly  taken to a RospiM with scarlet 
fever, where he remained for three weeks. During this 
time, hihis family at EIma was notified of his release and 
condition. Thanks to the Red Cross, an occasional 
letter had been received from John during his ten-and- 
a-half-month status as a prisoner of war. However, 
these were greatly censored and the many letkrs sent 
to John, including one package of warm clothing, were 
never received by him. 

After release from the hospital, following “two g d  
days in Paris,” Staff Sergeant John P. Gardner 
b o d e d  the ship “The Lucky Strike” a t  LeHavre, 
France, for a nine-day crossing to Boston. H e  went by 
train to Minneapolis, then to home-Elma, Iowa-for 
seventy-two days of “temporary duty.” He was dis- 
charged with the rank of Tech Sergeant on October 23, 
1945, at San Antonio, Texas. Decorations he received 
were for European, African and Middle Eastem duty 
with four bronze stars. He also received the Purple 
Heart and the Air Medal with one bronze duster. 

John is now a retired farmer and lives with his wife, 
Vivian, on a farm northeast of Elma. He is a member of 
the N.E. Chapter of Ex-POWS, which is part of a na- 
tional group. 

The ‘‘Amerim Legion Post 5W” 
was Formed in the Year 1922 

A number of ex-semimen met on January 23,1922, 
in the basement of the Opera House and organized a 
local post of the American kgion. It was to be called 
the John Frahm Post in honor of John Frahm, the first 
l d  boy to be killed in action in World War I. 

Officers elected were: J. A. Cashman, Post Com- 
mander; Burton Casey, Vice-President: P. E. Conway, 
Post Adjutant; Vincent Kennedy, S m - ;  G a y l d  
Robinson, Treasurer. 

The charter was granted the second day of February, 
1922. 

The charter was signed by the following members: 
John Adrian Cashman, Gaylord G. Robison, Gerald D. 
Conway, Earl F. Kelly, Vincent L. Kennedy, John M, 
ahmid, Burton James Casey, Elmer M. Clear, John 
Casper Weber, Eugene I. Keefe, John Schroder, Paul 
E. Conway, James Robert Kane, Joseph E. O’Donnell, 
Wilfred M. Clair, Lyle Evan Hyberger, and Carl 
Weber. 

The Post was l l ~ u n e d  after John J. Frahm of Elma, 
Iowa, killed in action in World War I. John was the 
oldest son of August F’rah and wife, Anna Marie 
K m m .  He was born February 17, 1896, near Elma, 
Iowa. He was inducted into the armed forces in 
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Memorial Day with the "Three Old Snldiers"-hk. Walters, Mr. 
SprinKer. and Mr. H a d .  Mr. %'alters nnd Mr. H a d  were veterans of 
the Civil War and Mr. Springer wm B veteran of the Mericaa War. 

The Memorial Hall decorated lor one of the mnng weddinH recep 
tions held each year. 

Veterans-John Rwthler, Harry ONril and Rueben Tuchpk 

September, 1917. and left for Camp Dodge on Septem- 
ber 19, 1917. In November of that  year he was trans- 
ferred to Camp Pike, where in December he became 
sick with the measles and was in the hospital for three 
wwks. On March 26 he became ill with pneumonia and 
was hospitalized far six weeks. 

He was at  Camp Pike for six months and on June 11, 
1918, left for Camp Merritt, N.J., from where he went 
overseas as a private in the infantry. 

The &on Room at the Memorial Hall. - 

I 
Specially built case& in the Legion Room housing equipment and 
memorabilia. 

H e  was killled in action on September 30,1918, aged 
22 years. 7 months, 14 days. 
In 1922, the membership of the John J. Frahm 

American Legion was 57. 
The American Legion Auxiliary received their 

charter at Des Moines, Iowa, the 10th day of May 
1947. 

Since the Civil War there have been B total of 28 
people from the Elma community who have made the 
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supreme sacrifice, directly or indirectly, in the service 
of their country. They ate: 

Civil War-John Crane, Spanish American War- 
John Mabry, World War I-Frank A. Havlik, William 
J. Lauck, John J. Frahm, Leo V. Doyle, Edward G. 
Fogarty, Frank S.  RmthIer, Otto H. Brummond, 
Ralph J. Miller, Roy Powers; World War 114 .  Duane 
Hayes, Jehn M. Mulick, Carl J. ?"hide, Russell E. 
Murphy, Harry F. ParI.de, George A. Sullivan, John 
W. Heineman, Jerome N. Friedhof, Herbert J, Meirick, 
Raymond R. Reinhart, Lester F. Zobeck, Earl G. 
Burch, and G. T. Regan; Korean Conflict-Leon F. 
Murphy; Vietnam War- George A. Fogarty, Dennis 
P. Freidhoff, Richard A. H a v k .  

The Elma community has exemplified patriotism in 
the defense of our country. I'm sure no other commu- 
nity can equal our per capita sacrifice. 

The American Legion Post 597 plays a very impor- 
tant part in the community life in Elma. I t  was in- 
strumental in building OUT memorial hall in 1950. The 
dedication was held dune 17, 1950. The contractor for 
the building was Otto Lentz of Alia Vista, Iowa. 

The building committee was: Charley Jones, 
Dinsmore Brandmill, Dr. S. Anderson, George Shan- 
non, and William Landholt. 

Cost of the building was $19,557.50. Other functions 
of the American LRgion are: planning the memorial 
and military services for four cemeteries, Howard and 
Calvary in Elma, St. Cecilia, and Lourdes. We take 
care of alI military funerals, as requested. Each year we 
sponsor the Boy Scouts and a bowling team to the 
state American Legion Bowling Tournament. We 
furnish the Americm flag which is flown on a lighted 
poIe 24 hours a day. We try to contribute to the Crest- 
wood Band each year. 

Our Memorial Day services and our military funerals 
are second to none. This i s  made possible by those who 
have served in the anned services, not just legion 
members. We make other donations for just causes 
each year. We chaperon all dances held in the Memorial 
Hall. 

Most of the people that belong to the American 
Legion have served their country in time of war, and 
those that have served in peace time are proud people. 

Everyone is important. You cannot put an army to- 
gether in fifteen minutes if you have to go to war. 
Everybcdy is important to o w  national security. 

I t  is an accomplishment that not everybody can 
fulfill, but it is nice to say "I've been there." 

We paid tribute to our service men and women for 
the sacrifices they made for their fellow countrymen by 
the memorial we constructed in their honor at the 
Memorial Hall in 1984. 

Donations from the community and the American 
Legion made this possible, It Is cine of the finest in the 
state. 

Over all, the members of the American Legion and 
past members of the m e d  forces have done a superb 
job for the community of Elma. 

John d . Frahm Legion Post 597 
Commander-Kenneth L. Stevenson 
Elma, Iowa 

The America Legion Auxiliary was f o m  
port group t o  the American Legion. The El 
received their charter in 1947 in Des Moini 

€ts primary concern is to encourage pati 
service to our country. 

We support our veterans by sending 
needed supplies to the VariQUS vekrans' pl 

Each year a scholarship is given to a vet1 
in the area. 

There is also a junior auXiIiary to encw 
people to become active in good citizenshi1 

At each meeting the Preamble to the Con 
recited to remind us of our duties as mem 
American Legion Audiary. 

Current officers of the Elma unit are: ' 
Mrs. Arlene Oelberg, Vice President-Kath 
master, SecretarylTmsurer-Mrs. Clara E 

Red Cross During WW 1 

Elma was the only town outside the cou 
Howard County and in fact the only small 
state that had a Red Cross Chapter, other i 
working under the county seat town and 
chapters. 

RedCrossDuring WWXI 
During World War 11, knitting for the 

was under the direction of Mrs. Al Oliver a 
Krogman. The ladies knitted eleven mui 
caps, seven pairs of gloves, six sweate 
sleeveless, and turtle-neck long sleeve 
helmets. 

Ladies involved in the knitting included 
L a n a  Half, Mrs. Louis Diekrnam, Lois 
Lucille Corrick, Cora McCarthy, Elsie Barr 
Gasdner, Mss. Leona Robison, Leone Schr 
Mahoney, Lydia Jinderlee and Agnes Bud 
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Leginn rnpmherq in 19RI2--t<ut+ Murphy. Jwhn h n t z .  [tar? Stevenson. Mike 
Broph,vv, b cru Voves. Harold Thielp, n a n  Palmersheim, LaVern _l.icCrane, 
Wayoc Pecinovsky, Bill Enloe, Dan RlcGraoe. Steve Murphy. Jim RoRgeRa, 
Mike Bigley. Greg Gardner, Howard Poitevin, Pet Fogarty, Rufis O'Donnell, 
Mike HeyinE, Delbeert Burria, Tom Smith, Keith Raetbfer, Memil Havlik. 

I r ' t  

Leainn rnemhrrh prepnrlng tor \.lemorial Dng bervirefi at Luurde- in 
197. 

Congressman ~ h a r ~ e e  Grassley. 

Memotinl Day services at SE. Cecelia in lSRZ-Russ Murphy, 
Delhert Burris, Keith Roethler, Pat Fogarty, Mike Heying. 

American Legion in 1W-Tom Smith, Dinsmote Brandmill, Harold 
Kaatz, Dr. OelberR. Nnrb Gansen, Keith Roethler, Jim Gansen, 
Kenny Stevenson, Ed Diekmann, Jim Stapleton, Everett Showalter, 
Harold Thiele. 

. .* Y 

-i 

;, 
' ' 1  

Robert Streich-killed I 
while home on leave horn 
service in 1967. i 

I 
The Legion marching on Rueti Avenue in 1M2 
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Memorial DRY, 198.5. Saint Cecilia. 
i 

Memorial Day, 'Lourdes, Iowa. 1983. 

Memorial Day at St. Cecilia Churrh, 19% Memorial Day, 1W. Program in Memorial Hall. M e t b d i s t  Church 
choir. Seated on fitage left to right: Keith Rtlethler, hl.C., Ode Nat- 
 vi^, epeaker, Rev. Yunghans and Monaiognor hicks. 

Memorisl Day, 19114. Detbert Burri~  presentinff Kenneth Stevenson 
with plaque. (Lelt to rightl: Kenneth Stevcnaon, Delhert Rums. 
Keith Roethler. 

Memortal Day, 1977. (Left to rightt lczike He$n& 3 
dohn hta, -cis ~ i b ~ ,  R , , ~ ~ E ~  Murphy. Memorial Day, ISRFi. LourdeR Color Bemew l I d t  to right): Don, 

Havlik, Todd Smith, Larry Friedhoff, Jeff Nibaur, Roger IIeying, 
and Mike Heying. 

Memmial Day, 1984. (Lett to right-Back row): ZaVera McGraae, 
John Lentz, Petricia Hooks, Ronald Tiemey. Mike Bropby, Adolph 
Sir, Jr., Dennis Stevenson, Jerry Smith, Bola Flaherty. Verne Voves, 
John KelIy. Dam Palmersheim. (Front row): Kenny Fangman, Pat 
Fogarty, Mike Bigleg. Bill Ealoe, M e m l  Havlik, Wayne Pecinov- 
sky. Gary Stevenfinn. Greg Gardner, Mike HeyhE,  Bill C ~ E M C ,  
Ruarlell Murphy. 

c 




